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Oct. 28 marked the third day of a general strike by 40,000 public sector employees throughout
Honduras. President Jose Azcona Hoyo told reporters that 22,000 troops and police had been
ordered to surround public buildings "to protect government property and to maintain public
order." The president pledged to resolve the labor conflict within the next 24 hours. The strike was
organized to call attention to public employees' demands for higher salaries, paid vacations, and
annual bonuses. According to Azcona, meeting the employees' demands would require "diversion"
of nearly 15% of the nation's budget, estimated at about $1 billion. The minimum wage approved by
the Honduran legislature for urban-based public employees is equivalent to $105 per month, and
$80 per month for employees residing in rural locations. Politicians complain that the $300 million
fiscal deficit, and a $3 billion foreign debt virtually preclude any attempts to raise public sector pay
scales at this time. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 10/28/88) [Note: The cost of living in Honduras is
generally described as inflated or extremely high. For instance, the bulk of many consumer goods
such as toothpaste, bath soap and shampoo are imported. Prices on these and other basic goods
make the minimum income necessary for maintaining even subsistence standards higher than in
many other Latin American nations.]
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